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The effect on risk-avoiding behavior by the information of difficulty for the task
Takashi Matsuo™1

Abstract - This study's purpose is to examine whether risk-avoiding behavior is influenced by information of task difficulty. The
following psychological experiment was carried out. Subject's task is to memorize the places of the targets and recall them by
clicking the targets. Subjects can use some help information during the recall phase. Subjects were informed the difficulty of task
on each trial. The information of difficulty was equivalent to real difficulty examined by preliminary experiments. As results, the
number of using help was larger with the difficulty and subjective confidence. But, in the same subjective confidence, the
difficulty influenced risk-avoiding behavior.. Therefore, the information of task difficulty was found to contribute to the
occurrence of risk-avoiding behavior.
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Fig. 1 Examples of target assignment for 3 difficulty
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Fig. 2 Comparison of mean frequent use of help under task
difficulty information conditions for subjective
confidence.
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Fig. 3 Comparison of mean number of target click under
task difficulty information conditions for
subjective confidence.
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Table 2 Cross table between subjective confidence and

information of task difficulty.

1 1 4 5
2 7 12
3 15 12 12 40
4 8 6 4 18
5 4 2 6
27 27 27 81
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